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course, only be recommended to the British
Government on strategical grounds.
The new proposal gave rise to furious argu-
ment in London. Although the French refused
further troops for the Dardanelles, and insisted
that we should relieve two Divisions of theirs
which were already there, Mr. Churchill still
believed in the possibility of reaching Constan-
tinople. The General Staff preferred anything
to Salonika and put in a strong memorandum
to that effect Mr. Lloyd George preferred
anything to " wasting life in useless attacks in
France." Agreement was impossible, and the
discussions ended in the astounding compro-
mise that Six Divisions should be withdrawn
from France and sent to Egypt, their final
destination to be settled later.
On October 25 the Chief of the Imperial
General Staff, Murray,1 went over to interview
Joffre, who had hitherto been a sturdy oppo-
nent of all diversions. Murray certainly ex-
pected that Joffre would agree with the
Imperial General Staff in opposing the Salonika
scheme. But the disappointing result of the
autumn offensive at Loos and Champagne had
shaken the French Government and had
altered the views of the French Commander-in-
Chief. Far from opposing the Salonika adven-
ture he now argued that we should reinforce it
Murray failed to make any impression on
Joffre, who immediately afterwards came to
London and on October 29 produced his plan
before some members of the Government The
arguments were the same as before, except that
1 Murray relieved Wolfe Murray as C.I.G.S. in September.